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How to get involved: 

Here are the legitimate, commonly used ways communities influence or oppose a data center 
project: 

 

1. Participate in Zoning & Planning Hearings 
(Most Important) 
Data centers need approvals such as: 

• rezoning (agricultural/residential → industrial)  
• special-use permits  
• site plan approval  

Locals can: 

• reach out to local and state leaders (see contact information links) 
• attend hearings  
• submit written objections  
• hire experts (noise, water, traffic)  
• request conditions or limits  

Possible outcomes: 

• approval with restrictions  
• delayed approval  
• denial (less common if zoning already allows industrial use)  

 

2. Challenge the Zoning Compatibility 
A strong legal lever is arguing: 

• the project does not match the comprehensive land-use plan  
• industrial use is inappropriate for the area  
• infrastructure cannot support it  

If the zoning is not already industrial, this is one of the strongest pressure points. 
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3. Demand Environmental & Water Reviews 
If cooling uses significant water or impacts wetlands, locals can push for: 

• environmental impact studies (EIS)  
• water usage disclosures  
• stormwater runoff analysis  
• drought impact review  

In some states, environmental findings can slow or reshape projects significantly. 

 

 

4. Scrutinize Utility Agreements (Power + 
Water) 
Data centers depend on: 

• utility power contracts (often 10s–100s of MW)  
• water allocation agreements  

Locals can: 

• attend utility commission meetings  
• request public disclosure of demand  
• challenge grid capacity assumptions  

If utilities say capacity is insufficient, projects can stall. 

 

5. Challenge Tax Incentives 
Many projects rely on: 

• property tax abatements  
• sales tax exemptions  
• development incentives  
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Residents can: 

• lobby county commissioners  
• argue fiscal impact is negative  
• demand clawback clauses or performance requirements  

This doesn’t always stop projects, but it can change economics. 

 

6. File Legal Appeals or Lawsuits 
If approved, opponents sometimes file: 

• zoning appeals  
• administrative challenges  
• environmental lawsuits  

Common claims: 

• improper notice  
• flawed environmental review  
• procedural errors in approval  

These often aim to delay or force revisions rather than fully stop construction. 

 

7. Push for Stronger Local Ordinances 
Communities sometimes respond by changing rules: 

• stricter noise limits  
• water usage caps  
• buffer zones from residential areas  
• limits on generator testing hours  
• lighting restrictions  

This can affect future projects more than current ones. 
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8. Public Pressure & Political Action 
Locals can: 

• organize neighborhood coalitions  
• attend county meetings in large numbers  
• contact elected officials  
• influence elections of commissioners or planners  

This can shift how aggressively a county approves future data centers. 

 

9. Demand Transparency on Project Size 
One common tactic is requiring disclosure of: 

• full MW buildout (not just Phase 1)  
• water peak usage  
• number of buildings  
• generator count  

This can prevent “understated early-phase approval” issues. 

 

Important Reality Check 
Stopping a data center is hard if: 

• zoning is already industrial  
• utilities confirm capacity  
• state law favors economic development  
• project is privately funded and compliant  

They are easier to block or reshape if: 

• rezoning is required  
• water or power infrastructure is insufficient  
• environmental impacts are significant  
• strong community opposition appears early  
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What Usually Works Best in Practice 
The most effective strategy is early-stage engagement, especially before: 

• rezoning is approved  
• utility contracts are finalized  
• construction permits are issued  

After construction starts, options become mostly: 

• mitigation (noise walls, water limits, buffering)  
• lawsuits or delays  
• negotiated restrictions  

 

Bottom Line 
Locals typically influence data center projects through: 

• zoning decisions  
• environmental review pressure  
• utility scrutiny  
• political and legal processes  
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